The Human Firewall:
Building Your Cyber
Defense

A free awareness mini-course designed to transform every employee into
an essential part of your organization's cyber defense strateqgy.
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Why We Need More Than Technology

1 TheHard Truth 2 The Missing Piece
Technical defenses alone aren't enough to protect your Cybercriminals know this—that's why they increasingly
organization. Firewalls and antivirus software can't stop target human vulnerabilities rather than technical
an employee from clicking a malicious link or sharing ones. Your awareness is their biggest obstacle.
credentials.

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

How Attackers Target Human Behaviour

Cybercriminals have evolved beyond brute force technical attacks. They now use sophisticated social engineering techniques

designed to exploit predictable human behaviours.

Fear & Urgency Trust & Authority Curiosity & Reward

Creating panic with messages Impersonating trusted figures like Baiting with too-good-to-be-true

about "account compromise” or your CEQ, IT department, or offers or intriguing content that

"immediate action required" to familiar brands to gain compliance tempts you to click without
thinking

bypass your rational thinking
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Top Employee Mistakes: The Careless Click

The Danger Zone

Phishing emails remain the number one attack vector because they work.
A single misquided click can compromise your entire organization.

The average employee receives 121 emails daily, making quick decisions
about each one. Attackers need just one moment of inattention to
succeed.

® Real-world impact: In 2023, 74% of successful breaches began with a phishing email that an employee clicked
without proper scrutiny.
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Top Employee Mistakes: Password
VVulnerabilities

62% 21% 73%

Reuse Passwords Share Credentials Use Weak Passwords
Most employees use the same password Of employees admit to sharing Continue using easily guessable
across multiple accounts, creating a passwords with colleagues for passwords despite knowing better
domino effect if one is compromised. convenience. security practices.

Your password strength directly impacts your organization's security posture. Even one weak link can compromise enterprise-
grade protection systems.
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Top Employee Mistakes: Oversharing
Information

The Silent Threat

Information leakage often happens quietly, without us even
noticing. Small actions can expose valuable details to
outsiders:

e Casual conversations in public spaces - discussing
confidential matters where others can overhear.

¢ Innocent workplace photos - a picture may reveal
documents, whiteboards, or screens with sensitive data.

e Oversharing on social media - posting about projects,
clients, or company tools gives attackers useful clues.

¢ Unlocked or unattended screens - leaving information
visible even for a short time can be enough.

Individually, these moments may seem harmless. But
attackers are skilled at collecting small fragments and
connecting them into a bigger picture. This creates targeted
attacks that feel personal and convincing — making them

harder to detect.
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Building The Human Firewall

Knowledge is your strongest
defense

Vigilance Protection
Cultivating a healthy skepticism O\ O Implementing strong security
toward unexpected communications practices like multi-factor
and requests authentication and unique passwords
e Awareness
Communication
DL @ Recognizing social engineering

Reporting suspicious activities . )
. tactics and psychological
promptly to security teams ] ]
manipulation attempts
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Security Is Everyone's
Responsibility

Cybersecurityis notjustanIT
responsibility—it's a shared
obligation that requires every
employee's participation.

When you join an organization, you become part of its defense system.
Your daily actions and decisions directly impact the security of your
colleagues, customers, and company data.
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Your Role in Organizational Security

Be Alert

1 Maintain vigilance with all communications

Stay Informed

2
Keep up with security awareness training and updates
3 Practice Good Habits
Use strong passwords, enable MFA, and lock devices when away
4 Report Suspicious Activity
Don't hesitate to alert security teams about potential threats
5 Foster a Security Culture

Encourage colleagues to prioritize security in all activities

Together, these actions create a resilient human firewall that significantly reduces your organization's vulnerability to cyber

attacks.
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Next Steps: Continue Your Security Journey

Complete the Free 3-Part Mini-Course

Access all video lessons to strengthen your security
awareness:

1. Why technology alone isn't enough
2. Thetop 3 employee security mistakes

3. Building your human firewall

Each lesson takes less than 10 minutes but provides critical
knowledge that could prevent a breach.

Implement What You've Learned

[ Remember: You are not just protecting systems—

you're protecting people, including yourself, your

colleagues, and your customers.

Share this knowledge with your team and become a security

advocate within your organization.

The strongest security cultures grow from informed,

engaged employees.
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